OFFIGE OF THE DIRECTOR GENER‘AL (PRISONS), CENTRAL J
~ TIHAR, NEAR LAJWANTI GARDEN CHOWK,
NEW DELHI - 110 064.

Standmg Order No. 26

(-Guudelmes for dealmq wrth the medla)

" Timé and-again, it has been noticed that information is beiné pa

on to the media without seeking prior approval of the competent fautr

regarding' various developments in jails. This is being done occasional
. ] E

+ . disgruntled elements and, on other o:ccasions‘ by people \irvho

authorized to speak on our behalf but jerr on the kind of informatién v

~ should be shared.

Obviously, there is,a need for a media policy in our departmen

' TS connection, following guidelines are being issued

1

No one should speak to thgé media; without seeking approval ¢
DIG of the DG. :

If any supervisory officer comes toiknow about anyone .speaki
the media urmuihonzedty thé P:risoh Headquarters  shoul
informed. , :
As a matter of rule, the Public Relations Branch oif F
Headquarters should get into the Habit of issuing press releas
respect of information that'the media should normally have. \
Tendency to feed information to selected sections of the |

should be eschewed It creates bad blood in other sectuons

media, who have .been deprived _of the information. and:all

some to carry exclusive storles

5. SCJs should send. brief draft press, releases about good work

done in their jails to the Law Officer, who is also our Public R [’e\

Officer, who should get it approved by DIG / DG and then isséue

(OL/
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6 Press Re(eases. should bé sent by fax or e-mail to various
new;papers‘ |

7 Occasionally, the DG or the 'DiG may feel that bytes need to be given
to the electronic medla or 5ome> panel discussion attended. In such
cases, the officer deputed should take a comprehensive briefing on
what he has to say and the san_d he has to take If t hfere is a
contentious issue to be discussed He should go fully prepe}red with

all aspects of the problem / 1ssue

. o _ v
Whenever there 1s an important information to be shared:with the

media or a’clarification to be given. a Press Conference should be
organized where all representatives of various sections of tﬁe media
should be called without resorting t to the policy of pick — and - : choose.

Thp Press, Conference shaH be addressed either by the Law Offncer the

DIG or the D G
L0
~ (NEERAJ KUMAR)
DIRECTOR GENERAL (PRISONS)
e
All SCJs. ‘ :
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