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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRISONS 

PRIOSNS HEAD QUARTER NEAR LAJWANTI GARDEN CHOWK 


CENTRAL JAIL TIHAR, NEW DELHI- 110064 

No.F. lO(j"" 6l )-\ l \) 0 )/CJ/Legal/Rajya Sabha/2019/ bo ~ 1~ Dated :12.h..-...j.!2_..2019. 


To, 

Sh. Arun Sobti 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India 

Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium 

2 nd Floor, CS Division, India Gate, 

New Delhi 


Sub: Lok Sabha unstarred· question Dy. No.7843 for reply on 10.12.2019 
regarding "audit the expenses on j ai ls. " 

Sir, 

Please find enclosed herewith reply to above-mentioned Lok Sabha unstarred 

question Diary no. 7843 In connection to Delhi Prisons, GNCT of Delhi for kind information 

and further necessary action at your end please. 

Yours faithful ly 

Encl : As above. ~~ 
~Superintendent-I, PHQ 

Prisons Headquarter, Tihar 
New Delhi 

Copy for information to: 

1. The Dy. Secretary H-)me (Jail), GNCTD,· 5 Lh Level, 'C' Wing, Delhi Sectt. New Delhi. 



LOK SABHA UNSTARREDQUESTION DY. N0.7843 FOR REPLY ON 10.12.2019 
REGARDING "AUDIT THE EXPENSES ON JAILS." 

S.No. Question S.No. Answer 

(a) Whether the Government has (a) Yes, Directorate of Audit, GNCTD has 
audited the expenses incurred audited the expenses incurred on jail 
on jail inmates by various State inmates upto Financial Year 2018-19 and 
Governments and if so, the report of the same is still awaited. 
details of the audit conducted 
during each of last three years 
and the current vear 

(b) Whether huge discrepancy In (b) No. 

expenses incurred on jail 

inmates has been observed 

during the audit, If so, the 

details thereof and the action 

bv the Government thereon 


(c) Whether the Government has (c) CAG has conducted Audit upto March 
decided to get the accounts 2018. 

audited through the Controlled 

and Auditor General of India 

and if so, the details thereof 


(d) The other steps taken by the (d) Various measures have been taken by
Government to expedite the jail Delhi Prisons for prison reforms. 
reforms so as to provide better 1 . LEGAL AID FACILITIES 
facility in jails? 

A Legal Aid and Counseling Centre is 
functioning from the Jail Complex. 
Delhi High Court Legal Service 
Committee has drawn up a panel of 
lawyers to argue the appeals of poor 
convicts who have not engaged their 
private counsels before Hon'ble High 
Court of Delhi. The following are the 
features of Legal Aid Activities in the 
Jails. 

• 	 A Free Legal Aid Cell in each jail in 
which stationery items, typing 
material, books etc. are provided by 
the Jail department. 

• 	 Delhi State Legal Services Authority 
has deployed advocates who are' 
visiting the Legal Aid Cells and giving 
legal aid. 

• 	 Regular drafting of 
application/petitions/a pp eaIs of 
prisoners by advocates and Para 
Legal Aid is done. 

• 	 The matters of seriously 
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sick/terminally Ill inmates are ta . ....,..nI up with Courts. · 

• 	 Regular sharing of data for undertrial 
and convicts in reference to their bail 
orders and appeal pending with 
Session Court & High Court. 

• 	 Implementation of Section 436 and 
436A of Cr.P.~ . and sharing the 
information with Delhi State Legal 
Services Authority to place the cases 
before Undertrial Review Committee. 

• 	 Sharing of data/list containing 
relevant particulars like Crl. Appeal 
No./.Case particulars, date of 
admission etc. of. undertrial prisoners 
and convict prisoners with 'the Courts. 

• 	 Sharing of. list of those prisoners who 
have secured bail but still languishing 
in priser. for want o.f surety. 

2 . 	Special Courts are organized on 
monthly basis at Tihar Court Complex 
for the minor offenders languishing in 
jail. Till .date 217 Special Courts have 
been organized and cases of 6285 
prisoners have been settled. 

3 . 	Under Trial Review Committee: 
UTRC have been constituted in all 11 
distrlots of Delhi state in compliance 
of direction of Hon'ble Supreme Court 
of India dated 24 April 2015. 
These committees review the cases of 
under trials who are unable to furnish 
surety after being granted bail by the 
court and of those accused of 
compoundable offences, UTPs 
covered under Section 107, 108, 109, 
151, 436, 436A, 437 & 437(6) Cr.P.C 
and UTPs who are sick or infirm and 
require specialized medical 
treatment, UTPs who are imprisoned 
for offences which carry a maximum 
punishment of 2 years, Women under 
trial prisoners who are not accused of 
serious offences may be considered 
for release on bail under S.437, CrPC 
and UTPs who are first time offenders 
between the ages 19 and 21 vears 
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and in custody for the offence 
punishable with less than 7 years of 
imprisonment and have suffered at 
least 1/4th of the maximum sentence 
possible. 
}> 	 In 2018, 44 meetings of UTRC 

were held in which 1016 case of 
under trial prisoners were 
recommended for granting bail 
and 290 under trials were 
released. 

' 
}> 	 In 2019(upto September 2019), 

77 meetings of UTRC were held in 
which 1333 cases of under trial 
prisoners were recommended for 
granting bail and 257 under trials 
were released. Other 
Reformatory measures: 

4. 	Semi open/Open Jail- The aim and 
objective behind starting SOP in Delhi 
Prison is to mould the thinking of 
prisoners toward positive activity by 
reposing trust in him so that he 
may re-socialize in society after 
his release. 

5 . 	Educational Activities- A 
comprehensive program in 
association with National Literacy 
mission, Ministry of HRD, Govt. of 
India called "Padho Aur Padho" has 
been launched in Delhi Prison. This 
program is vigorously followed in all 
the jails and the result the literacy 
rate had declined from 40% to 
around 5%. Further, National 
Institute of Open Schooling and Indra 
Gandhi National Open University have 
open their sub-centre in Delhi Prison 
to provide educatior:i to the inmates. 
Also the computer centres have been 
established in jails for imparting 
computer literacy to the prisoners. 

6 . 	Vocational activities- Various 
vocational courses are being taken
up by Delhi Prison to create self 
confidence in the orisoners. The 



-

pris~ners engaged in ve:. ...Nus 
vocational activities such as Blanket 
unit, Soap unit, artificial flower unit, 
Dhoopbati making, Fashion 
Designing, Art & Craft, Shoe making, 
weaving section, cutting and 
tailoring, Beauty Parlour, Plumber, 
electrical, papad and pickle making, 
bakery unit etc. 

7 . Yoga, 	 Meditation and Spiritual 
Courses. Delhi Prison is conducting 
various Yoga mediation and spiritual 
courses in collaboration with non
Govt. organization. Some of these 
are Vipassna,_ Art of leaving, Rajyog, 
Sahaj Yog and Satsang. 

8 . 	Rehabilitation Grant: In Delhi Prison 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Department of Women and Child 
Development, GNCTD, grant 
"rehabilitation grant" to the released 
prisoner depending upon the period 
of incarceration . 

(i) 	 Rs. 30,000/- to the prisoners who 
have spent six month and above 
upto OS years under incarceration. • 

(ii) 	Rs. 40,000/- to the prisoners who 
have spent . OS years and upto 10 
years under incarceration. 

(iii) Rs.50,000/-	 to the prisoners who 
have spent above 10 years under 
incarceration. 

9 . Project SAMARTHAN: 
The Delhi Prison in collaboration with 
Mental Health Foundation and 
technical support from A.I.I.M.S., 
New Delhi conceived and developed a 
model of Psychological First Aid for 
Prison to address the issues related 
to mental health and provide first line 
psychosocial support to Inmates and 
sensitize the prison officials regarding 
crisis related to mental health issues. 
It was launched on 16th April 2018. 
Around 30-50 counselors work for all 
16 jails . 2-3 counsellors in each iail of 
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/ Delhi Prison provide Psychological/ 

First Aid Services to the prisoners in 
need to address the issue of suicide 
and mental stress. 

Since April 2018 nearly 150 
counselors has came across, 
approximately 10,000 inmates to 
screen and identified mental health 
issues faced by them and counseled 
these inmates. 

10. Sentence Review Board: 

The Sentence Review Board consider 
the cases of lifer convicts for 
premature release taking into the 
consideration their conduct, behavior 
and performance during the custody. 
Also, the parameters considered by 
the Sentence Review Board are (i) 
whether the convict has lost his 
potential for committing the crime (ii) 
possibility of reclaiming the convict as 
a useful member of society and (iii) 
socio economic condition of the 
convicts' family. 
The Sentence Reviewing Board 
comprises of Minister In-charge of 
Prison, Principal Secretary (Home) 
GNCTD, Principle Secretary (Law, 
Justice & Legislative Affairs) GNCTD, 
Distt. & Sessions Judge Delhi, 
IG(Prisons), Director of Social 
Welfare, Delhi and a senior Police 
Officer not below the rank of Special 
Commissioner of Police. 




